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rootabout.com, images.search.yahoo.com, yandex.

com.images, bing.com.images
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Ehe New Hork Times
in Fractured Nepal, Plans for National
Elections Provide a Series of Subplots

hiho Fukada for The New York Times

By Gardiner Harris

Mov. 5.2013 f v =
KATMANDU, Nepal — Nepal’s former first lady insisted that she

was not a crook.

“If you read the newspapers, you'd think I was the most corrupt
woman in Nepal,” said Hisila Yami, a Maoist leader and the wife of
a former prime minister, Baburam Bhattarai.

Now that the Maoists have given up bank robbery, kidnapping and
extortion, money is harder to come by, she acknowledged as she
peeled off bills from a huge wad in her purse to give to campaign
workers.

“People gave us money earlier out of fear, but they don’t do that
now,” she said with a shrug. “We have to be appealing now. We
have to be nice. We can’t afford to antagonize people now.”

So Ms. Yami was squinting at shadows recently as she held
campaign gatherings in living rooms darkened by routine power
failures. She insisted to those gathered about her feet that all the
stories of hidden wealth and secret efforts to undermine her

husband when he was in office were just vicious rumors.
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